RECEIVE POWER FROM THE RISEN CHRIST

1ST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

APRIL 15, 2012

Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 116 (front of the hymnal p. 148)
The Hymns: 188, 208, 314, 187
Prayer: We pray to You, merciful God in heaven, give us faith, the true and living
faith, which trusts in You and in Your Son Jesus, the Risen Christ, that we might have
life through Him; then shall our souls be fortified with peace and courage in life and
in death. Hear us for the sake of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Opening Prayer
Opening Hymn 188
The Invocation
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation sings:
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

Pastor Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
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Pastor I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

ALL:
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
PASTOR: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
servant of God’s Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
C

(congregation is seated)

THE INTROIT
Having received the Lord’s forgiveness, we are glad to enter into His courts with praise and thanksgiving.
This entrance is made in the Introit with the Lord’s own Word, often from the Psalms.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

As newborn babes:
Desire the sincere milk of the Word.
Hear, O My people, and I will testify to You:
O Israel, if you will but listen to Me.
Sing aloud unto God, our Strength:
Make a joyful noise to the God of Jacob.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Latin for “Glory to the Father”

THE KYRIE
Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
“Glory to God in the Highest”)

treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his
chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go
near and overtake this chariot." 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he
said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and
sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: "He was led as a
sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not
His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare
His generation? For His life is taken from the earth." 34 So the eunuch answered
Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some
other man?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture,
preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being
baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he
answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he
commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and
he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing
through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

THE SALUTATION (Greeting)
PASTOR The Lord be with you.

PASTOR Here ends the First Bible Reading. We continue with the
responsive reading of:
THE GRADUAL
The Gradual is a “Bridge of praise” that links the Old Testament with the New Testament.

P:
C:
P:
C:
THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.

PASTOR Let us pray.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.
The angel of the Lord descended from heaven:
And came and rolled back the stone from the door and
sat upon it. Hallelujah!
P: Remember how He spoke to you, Hallelujah!
C: The Son of Man must be crucified and the third day rise
again. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

THE BIBLE LESSONS
God speaks to us.

The First Bible Reading:
Acts 8:26-40 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward
the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert.
27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her

PASTOR The Second Bible Reading comes from Revelation chapter 1,
beginning there in the 1st verse.

THE NICENE CREED
We boldly confess what we believe. (Hymnal, page 22)

The Second Bible Reading
Revelation 1:9-19 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the
word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the
Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, "I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, write in a book
and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." 12 Then I turned
to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man,
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden
band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like
a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His
voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of
His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun
shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid
His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18
"I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I
have the keys of Hades and of Death. 19 "Write the things which you have seen, and
the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.

PASTOR: Here ends the Second Bible Reading.

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
Begotten not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things
were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man;
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried;
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again
with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no
end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Hymn 208
THE SERMON
John 20:19-31 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20 When He
had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on
them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 "If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 24 Now
Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25
The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to
them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe." 26 And after
eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 27 Then He said
to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand
here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28 And Thomas
answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Thomas,
because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed." 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.
Theme: “RECEIVE POWER FROM THE RISEN CHRIST”
I. Power to forgive and retain sins (19-23)
II. Power to believe and confess Him (24-29)
III. Power to live now and forever (30-31)

THE OFFERTORY
In this prayer we OFFER God our hearts, asking Him for that best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit.

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has
first given to us that we might have to give to Him. While the ushers present our
offerings at the Lord’s Altar, we stand and sing the offering hymn 441:1-2:

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give!

PRAYERS - (Pastor)
Congregation sings Hymn 314
The Communion Liturgy continues with
THE PREFACE/ PROPER PREFACE
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord
comes to bless us with His very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament
with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. Please stand.

PASTOR:
It is truly meet, right, and spiritually beneficial that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks unto You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty, everlasting God. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
THE SANCTUS
Latin: “Holy.” We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" round about
His throne and we welcome Him with the Palm Sunday multitude who sang,
"Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the Highest!”

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave it
to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the New Testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
The peace of the Lord be with you always

THE AGNUS DEI
Latin: “Lamb of God.” As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to
think only of that Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

PASTOR: Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil;

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His
Church the real presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time

PASTOR: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed,
took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples, saying, "Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of Me."

THE DISTRIBUTION
A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS ABOUT COMMUNION: All CLC churches practice "Close
Communion." We ask that only those who are members of our church or

another congregation in the CLC come forward to receive the Sacrament.
This is NOT a judgment on your faith! Rather, it is an expression of our own
faith and unity. If you would like more information, or are interested in
becoming a member, please speak to the pastor.

PASTOR: Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

THE NUNC DIMITTIS
Latin: “Now Dismiss.” Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)

PASTOR: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we beseech You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

THE BENEDICTION
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26)

PASTOR:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Closing Hymn 187
*** Silent Prayer ***

Announcements
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15

WELCOME …to all our guests who are sharing the Good News of the Gospel
with us this morning. Please sign our guest register before leaving, and we
invite you to join us regularly for worship services. Every Sunday you will
find words of life and peace through Jesus Christ - and a warm welcome
from fellow believers - here in God's house. We're saving a place for you!
IN THE HOSPITAL – IN OUR PRAYERS Kirby Selbist is in ICU at St. Joseph’s
Hospital in Lewiston. Among a host of other problems, he is being treated
for pneumonia. O LORD, SAVE! Also, one of Kirby’s caretakers, Bonnie
Richardson, is herself having back surgery tomorrow April 16th at St. Joe’s.
Cards may be sent to: 1560 Port Dr., Clarkston, WA 99403.
Donnah Darrah’s son-in-law, Rob Bogatay, is undergoing a bone marrow
transplant the first week of May. A full account can be read online. Type in
Bogatay at the following homepage www.caringbridge.org
1ST QUARTERLY MEETINGS Next Sunday at both congregations
LADIES AID MEETING TODAY At St. John’s following service.
PACIFIC COAST PASTORAL CONFERENCE Will be held at St. John’s in
Clarkston on May 1-3. We’ll need housing for about 10 men. If you can
help, please let the pastor know or sign up on the back table.
FOUR DELEGATES NEEDED Two voting age men from each of our
congregations are are needed to represent Peace and St. John’s at the 30th
General Convention of the CLC in Eau Claire, WI June 16-21. Please speak
to the Pastor if you would like to be considered for this important work of
the LORD’s Kingdom.
100th ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRTS are on order. Sizes S-XXL. Cost is $8. See the
sign up sheet in the back of the church.

SAVE THE DAY! Post cards are available to help remind you and your
loved ones about the 100th anniversary service for planned for Sunday May
27th, 2012. Please take as many as you need to help us get the word out!
THE SECRET OF THE GOSPEL
"And so the Gospel and knowledge of Christ remains a secret, hidden thing;
not that it is not proclaimed to all the world publicly enough, and placed
clearly into the light, but that the world despises it and considers it (as
compared with its wisdom) foolish and offensive. They say it is believed
only by the simple. But it is just these simple people, who are not offended
by the unattractive picture of the cross of Christ, who by this faith learn and
experience consolation, power, victory, life and salvation!" -- Martin Luther
REDEMPTION
"The story has been told of an orphaned boy who was living with his
grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get
upstairs to rescue the boy, died in the flames. The boy's cries for help were
finally answered by a man who climbed on an iron drain pipe and came
down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. "Several weeks later, a public
hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child. A
farmer, a teacher, and the town's wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons
they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. As they talked, the
lad's eyes remained focused on the floor. "Then a stranger walked to the
front and slowly took his hands from his pockets, revealing scars on them.
As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man
who had saved his life and whose hands had been burned when he climbed
the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man's neck and
held on for dear life. The other contenders walked away, leaving the boy
and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue."
"Then Jesus said to Thomas, '"Reach your finger here, and look at My
hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be
unbelieving, but believing.'" --Jn 20:27

WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE
" These are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.”
John 20:31

First Bible Reading:
In the beginning of the New Testament Church the power of God’s
Word to turn hearts from unbelief to believers was an awesome
thing. That same power Word works as well today! Here we hear
of the account of Philip’s witnessing to the Ethiopian eunuch, who
was among the first of the Gentile Christians. We read…
Acts 8:26-40 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying,
"Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. 27 So he arose and went.
And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under
Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her
treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning.
And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29
Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot."
30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah,
and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he
said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture
which he read was this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His
mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who
will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth." 34
So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does
the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?" 35 Then
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached
Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to
some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What
hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you
believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded
the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that
the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40
But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached
in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.
THE GRADUAL
P: Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
C: Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

P: The angel of the Lord descended from heaven:
C: And came and rolled back the stone from the door and
sat upon it. Hallelujah!
P: Remember how He spoke to you, Hallelujah!
C: The Son of Man must be crucified and the third day rise
again. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Second Bible Reading:
Here in these verses the Apostle John tells us that on the LORD’s
Day he was commissioned to write to the seven churches. He
sees in a vision the LORD of the church, who died but rose to live
and to rule forever. The LORD holds the keys of death and hell.
We read…
Revelation 1:9-19 I, John, both your brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the
island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, "I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What
you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which
are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." 12 Then I turned to see
the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands
One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet
and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and
hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a
flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in
His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp twoedged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its
strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He
laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the
First and the Last. 18 "I am He who lives, and was dead, and
behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of
Hades and of Death. 19 "Write the things which you have seen,
and the things which are, and the things which will take place after
this.

